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The Glaze Forest Restoration Project environmental assessment (EA) is 
available for public comment and review. The Sisters Ranger District proposes to 
restore old-growth forest conditions and Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas 
with ecologically driven thinning, shrub mowing, and prescribed fire on 
approximately 1,200 acres of national forest lands located near the town of 
Sisters, Oregon. This collaborative project will improve forest health and 
sustainability by promoting the development of fire resilient old-growth forest 
stands, diverse riparian forest, aspen stands, meadows, and prolong the life of 
large old trees. Project activities would move forested areas toward structural 
attributes typical of fire maintained old growth ponderosa pine forests. This would 
improve the ability of large trees to survive and create conditions that are more 
favorable for the development of large old-growth trees in the future.   
 
The EA describes three alternatives, including the No Action Alternative. The 
Proposed Action (Alternative 2) is composed of nine elements; 1) thin 
approximately 416 acres in second-growth ponderosa pine stands to promote 
development of old-growth forest conditions over the long term; 2) thin 
approximately 458 acres in old-growth ponderosa pine stands to maintain and 
restore old-growth forest conditions; 3) thin with and without openings on about 
79 acres of aspen to restore the viability of aspen clones;4) remove small 
encroaching conifers within about 236 acres of meadows; 5) thin and reduce 
fuels on about 551 acres of Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas; 6) install a 
temporary modular “Acrow’ bridge across Indian Ford Creek to eliminate the 
need for road reconstruction on existing meadow road crossings; 7) reintroduce 
fire as needed as the key natural disturbance process in ponderosa pine 
ecosystems; 8) utilize existing roads as temporary roads for removing and 
hauling wood products, and 9) allow public review and comment on the marking 
of trees to be thinned. Alternative 3 treats the same areas (1-9) as described for 
Alternative 2 but limits the diameter of trees harvested in old-growth ponderosa 
pine forest to less than 6 inches diameter. The number of treated acres would be 
the same under both alternatives. Thinning trees to meet ecological goals will 
produce forest products (biomass and saw logs) as a byproduct. Alternative 2 
would produce about 1.6 MMBF of sawlogs and 4,370 tons of chip or pulp and 
Alternative 3 about 1.2 MMBF of sawlogs and 2,280 tons of chip or pulp.   
 
Land allocations include Metolius Old Growth (MA-27) and Metolius Black Butte 
Scenic (MA-21). The project is consistent with the Deschutes National Forest 
Land and Resource Management Plan as amended. 
 



This EA and subsequent decision is subject to notice, comment, and appeal 
pursuant to 36 CFR 215. The EA will have a 30-day comment period. The 30-day 
comment period will begin on the date of publication of this legal notice in the 
newspaper of record. Only those individuals who submit timely and substantive 
comments will be accepted as appellants. Your comments will be reviewed and 
addressed in a Response to Comments section of the Decision Notice. Submit 
your comments to Glaze Forest Restoration Project, Project Manager, Maret 
Pajutee, Post Office Box 249, Sisters, Oregon 97759; Phone (541) 549-7727, 
FAX (541) 549-7746. E-mail comments should be sent to comments-
pacificnorthwest-deschutes-sisters@fs.fed.us. Those submitting electronic 
comments must do so only to the e-mail address listed above, must put the 
project name in the subject line, and must either submit comments as part of the 
e-mail message or as an attachment only in one of the following three formats: 
Microsoft Word, rich text format (rtf), or Adobe Portable Document Format (pdf). 
For further information or a copy of the EA please contact Michael Keown, 
Environmental Coordinator, Sisters Ranger District, Post Office Box 249, Sisters, 
Oregon 97759 (541) 549-7735. 
 
 
 


